garden guide

terraced oasis
in Phoenix

# Before John and Pat MacNeil
renovated their Phoenix vard, a
60- by 20-foot swimming pool
took up most of the space, leav-
ing little room for anything else.
Wanting more outdoor living
space. the MacNeils decided to
sacrifice the pool. So they sought
help from landscape architect
Chad Robert.

Robert replaced the pool with

a series of terraces paved with Ari-
zona flagstones. The terraces step
down from the entrance to a railing at the rear of the  along the left side connects them. When the weathe
property, which overlooks Camelback Mountain. The is fair, the MacNeils like to open the sliding doors al
middle one shown here re-creates the mood of a desert  their house and use the walk as an outdoor hallway a
oasis. Water spills from a boulder-rimmed spring into a  they move from one indoor room to another. In fact. the
pond. The island bed in the foreground is planted with terraced space is “like having another room tu live and
cactus, purple verbena, and yellow angelita daisies. A entertain in,” says Pat. It looks good at night, 00, when
circular spa is tucked on the far side of the waterfall. uplighting creates dramatic shadows on the neighboring
The sitting areas are located to the right; a walkway  wall. —S.C

mangoes in the low desert
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