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tretch of Paradis

jolve a hillside landscape design dil

te you sel fool 1 John and
Pat MacNeil’s back yard, you understand why
they were attracted to this small hillside prop-
erty: [t has scenic mountain vistas and absolute-
ly nothing obstructing the magnificent view.

The couple, who live in Edina, Minn., part
of the year, bought their Phoenix home in 1989. Its yard, while
sprinkled with tropical plantings and quite lovely, was almost all
pool and offered litide usable space.

“We loved our spa, but because we weren’t here in summer
we rarely used the swimming pool,” explains Pat. “We thought
the yard could be put to better use without it.” Two years ago she
and her husband decided to make a change.

Inspired by the intuitiveness of Landscape Architect Chad
Robert, who was working for Landscaping by André at the time,
the MacNeils saw the possibilities unfold before them.

“The first thing Chad said to us was that we had a million-
dollar view, but we weren’t capitulizing on it,” John recalls.

“He envisioned several seating areas, a water
feature connected to the spa, and special
nighttime lighting.”

Because John and Pat like to enterrain,
Robert designed a sequence of terraced
spaces, making better usc of the horizontal
expanse that makes up the yard. Fach area offers room for
lounge chairs, as well as enough space for people to congregate.
Robert also created a new entrance to a covered patio by reposi-
tioning a small set of steps, allowing better access to the rest of
the yard.

The much-used but aging spa was replaced with a new one,
and boulders were incorporated around its perimeter, playing
off the mountain views. In addition, a small wickling waterfall
and stream were installed so that all three water features appear
to flow together.

Robert also decided to make use of a shared wall, but first
some structural issues needed to be addressed. “Because John and

November 2000 147




Pat live on @ |

o, aloe and the ironwood wee play

e wall of theis

house acis as a prope: wall. Planted around the water features and in-t

Landscaping DY

x

are barrel cact, wotem pole cact, ice

into the

Nage Was antegrated mio t

es installed aloneg the ed

Yaore Y P "
gw [HAagstone aeck

cou "When we came at the en st er the vard was -
e
1

h more pleasant.

I'he majority of the specimens are nat of both worlds: an outdoor room

2

Desert. Robert chose taller, more sculptural plants for the wall serves o open up the indoor Patand John have

area, then added i view fram the insid

At night, the striking silhouewes ol lion-doll




Opposite: The MacNeils' small back
yard, previously dominated by a
swimming pool, has been renovated
to make better use of the area.

A new spa, a water feature and
several sitting areas now occupy
the elongated space.

Right: A natural-looking waterfall and

stream have been integrated with the

spa. Purple verbena and other desert
plantings provide striking accents.

Below, right: A cascade of blooming
ice plant, potted cacti and a mature
ironwood tree accentuate the
landscape's natural beauty.




